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Synopsis

What is the role of culture in human experience? This introductory cultural anthropology textbook
helps readers explore and understand this crucial issue from a Christian perspective. The book
covers standard cultural anthropology topics with special attention given to issues of concern to
Christians, such as cultural relativism, evolution, and missions.This concise yet solid introduction
represents the authors’ years of experience in the classroom and offers a fresh, contemporary
approach. Each chapter includes objectives, text boxes, terms, and discussion questions. In
addition, plentiful maps, photos, and sidebars are sprinkled throughout the text. Resources for
professors using this text are available through Baker Academic’s Textbook eSources. These
resources include active learning exercises, discussion questions, crossword puzzles, PowerPoint
outlines, case study videos, an annotated list of suggested ethnographic films, relevant internet

resources, and a test bank.
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Customer Reviews

"Howell and Paris have done us a huge favor. Their timely Introducing Christian Anthropology will
be a tremendous help to Christian educators and students alike. This textbook covers a
comprehensive spectrum of contemporary anthropological topics ranging from conceptual
considerations of "culture’ to concrete examinations of power structures, and it does so in an
attractive and understandable format that will facilitate fruitful learning."--J. Nelson Jennings,

Covenant Theological Seminary; editor, Missiology"This engagingly written book is the most



up-to-date introduction to cultural anthropology for Christians currently available. The authors
summarize contemporary social theory and offer their own research and experiences on the field as
an invitation to see the world anthropologically. Readers are helped to reflect on biblical themes in
the light of anthropological realities and are encouraged to apply what they learn to a wide variety of
work and ministry settings around the world."--Robert J. Priest, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School"This unique text will help students understand our increasingly interconnected world, while
also giving them the tools to deal with the practical and ethical issues that this world presents. It also
gives the reader a glimpse into the lives of a little-known species--the Christian
anthropologist."--Michael Jindra, Center for the Study of Religion and Society, University of Notre
Dame"Introducing Cultural Anthropology has much to offer. The chapters on religion and
globalization are brilliant and all chapters are informative and challenging. | happily commend this
book for use in college classrooms as well as missional training--students and all who anticipate
ministry, whatever the context, will benefit."--R. Daniel Shaw, Fuller Graduate School of Intercultural
Studies"This clearly written and well-organized text provides an insightful examination of cultural
anthropology in a manner that encourages the integration of faith and learning. This is a needed
resource within Christian higher education, and | highly recommend its use in introductory

anthropology courses."--Katrina T. Greene, Biola University

Brian M. Howell (Ph.D., Washington University) is associate professor of anthropology at Wheaton
College in Wheaton, lllinois. His books and articles have focused on ethnography of the Philippines,
anthropology of religion, faith integration, and Christian missions. Jenell Williams Paris (Ph.D.,
American University) is professor of anthropology and sociology at Messiah College in Grantham,
Pennsylvania. She formerly taught at Bethel University. Both authors regularly teach introductory

anthropology courses.

| had never before discovered the subject of AnthropologyBut the book introduced the subject in

such a good way, and also again again was it done in a practical and nice way, that make it easier
for all people to understand.The subject came alive, and | was able to look at my own life, and feel
challenged to do things differently.lt has made my own life in Korea easier, as | was able to look at
my life also and question some of the ways | was living my life.A great book with so many powerful

and important truth for all of us.Please read it and get ready to learn

great good on this topic if you look to learn more on Christianity :)



A good summary of Christian anthropology. The authors draw from their own experiences in the

field while supplying the reader with an overview of the topic.

The book has literal parts of the pages cut out - other than that (What do you expect from a used

product?) it was fine.

My high school students are using this, and like itso far. They really enjoy the real case studies and

included images.

Great and useful book!

This is an excellent book!

A very easy read, this book would work wonderfully for any high school anthropology class.
Furthermore, it's detailed handling of the subject would also make it helpful in collegiate level
introductory courses. It has weaknesses in chapter organization, and the authors can lapse into a
rather "Sunday school" tone when they attempt to tie Christianity into anthropology (which they do
sufficiently), often seeming to over stress/over teach rather simple concepts. Nevertheless, overall,

this is an excellent text.
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